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Mission Statement: 

It is our mission to share our 

knowledge to educate people 

about Lepidoptera and their 

habitats, to instill and foster a 

passion for nature in others, 

and to establish and preserve 

the environment for butterflies, 

skippers, and moths. 

 

2025 Board Members: 

 

President: Joanne Schwab 

Vice President: Burt Sloan 

Treasurer: Rebecca Thomason 

Secretary: Lisa Northey 

Membership Committee 

Chair: Cheryl Furlong 

Event Coordinator:  

Bill Beauregard 

 

SEMBA Email: 

sembabutterfly@yahoo.com 

SEMBA Website: 

https://www.sembabutterfly.o

rg 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEW MAILING ADDRESS  

 

       
 
The Board has decided to 

discontinue the SEMBA P.O. 

Box as it has become too costly 

to maintain.  Please use our new 

mailing address below: 

SEMBA  

c/o Joanne Schwab 

47011 Elmsmere Dr 

Northville, MI  48167 

 
PHOTO CONTEST 

 

 
 
We will be having a photo 

contest this year. You will be 

able to submit photos of 

butterflies in your garden 

throughout the season. Contest 

winner(s) will be announced at 

the teacup raffle in October. 

More information and details to 

follow. 

 

       SEMBA Membership 

Dues Increase: Our Treasurer, 

Rebecca, did an in-depth 

analysis of SEMBA’s financial 

health and found that we are not 

collecting enough in dues to 

cover our speaker fees. Rebecca 

will go into more detail at the 

January 16th meeting and 

answer any questions/concerns.                                     

2025 Dues Schedule 
$25.00 Annual Single (cash/check) 

$26.50 Annual Single (PayPal) 

$40.00 
Annual Household 
(cash/check) 

$42.50 Annual Household (PayPal) 
1 Free Bring one guest for free 

$5.00 Additional guests 
 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL. Pay 

early and save! If you pay by 

Saturday, January 18th, you can 

still renew at the lower rate of 

$15 per person. Dues can be 

paid at a monthly meeting, 

mailed, or PayPal. MAILING 

ADDRESS FOR DUES ONLY: 

SEMBA  

c/o Cheryl Furlong 

40702 Crabtree Lane 

Plymouth, MI  48170 

 

SEMBA Lanyards – If you 

would like a SEMBA lanyard, 

they are available to purchase 

for $5 at the monthly meetings. 
 

 

mailto:sembabutterfly@yahoo.com
https://www.sembabutterfly.org/
https://www.sembabutterfly.org/
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UPDATE 

Teacup Raffle: Thanks to the 

generosity of our membership, 
we had another successful 

raffle, and we raised $545.00! A 

heartfelt thank you to everyone 

who donated items for the 

raffle, bought tickets or donated 

money and gift cards, and, to 

those who brought a food item! 

It was a wonderful event, and a 

great time was had by all! 

Congratulations to the winners!  

 

The money we raised will go 

toward the SEMBA grant 

program. Grants are awarded to 

help establish or expand a 

community butterfly garden. If 

you would be interested in 

obtaining grant money, please 

follow the link below for 
requirements and information 

on how to apply. 
https://www.sembabutterfly.org/

grant The deadline for 

submitting your grant 

application is March 31, 2025.  

 

 

SEMBA Meetings Preview 

5 New Speakers! 

 

We have some great speakers 

lined up for this year’s 

meetings, including five that 

are new to SEMBA. Some of 

the topics we can look 

forward to learning about are 

The Zebra Swallowtail, Plant 

Propagation, Butterfly 

Monitoring, Magnificent 

Moths, and more! Also, the 

garden walks are back. If you 

didn’t get a chance to go last 

year, make a point of it this 

year. You’ll be glad you did. 

Check out the calendar of 

events page for dates and 

times. Note that some 

meetings will be held via 

Zoom. Zoom information 

will be sent out prior to each 

meeting.  

 

Thank you to our event 

coordinator, Bill Beauregard, 

for his hard work to secure 

these speakers!  

 

 

MORE THINGS TO DO 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Ohio Lepidopterist 

Annual Meeting – 3/29/2025 

The 2025 meeting will be at 

the Crosby Conference Center 

at the Toledo Botanical 

Garden.  Several of us attended 

the 2024 meeting and it was 

filled with great information 

and a wonderful workshop on 

mounting butterflies and moths. 

Check out their website for 

additional information if you 

are interested. 

https://www.ohiolepidopterists.

org/about/ 

Hibernacula Hunt 

It was brought up at the 

September meeting about 

possibly getting together to do a 

hibernacula walk. Brenda led a 

hunt several years ago at the 

Haggerty Corporate Park 

located on Haggerty between 

Palmer and Michigan Avenue 

on the west side in Canton. I 

thought this would be a great 

activity for 2025, possibly in the 

fall. Some of the hibernacula 

that could be found are Red 

Spotted Purples and Viceroys.   

 

 

https://www.sembabutterfly.org/grant
https://www.sembabutterfly.org/grant
https://www.ohiolepidopterists.org/about/
https://www.ohiolepidopterists.org/about/
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CERTIFY YOUR GARDEN 

 
Did you Know! That SEMBA 

will certify your garden as a 

native butterfly garden? You 

can choose from a paper 

certificate with your name on it 

or a yard sign, or both!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please use the link below 

https://www.sembabutterfly.org/

calendars to access the 

requirements and certification 

application 

 

BRENDA IN MEXICO 

Once again Brenda will be 

traveling to Macheros, Mexico 

to observe the Monarch 

migration. Each year Brenda 

collects donations of cash and 

other supplies for “Butterflies & 

Their People” a non-profit 

organization located in the 

village of Macheros.  If you 

would like to donate, please 

bring your donation to the 

January 16, 2025, meeting.  

 

If you would like to donate 

directly to Butterflies and Their 

People, please visit 

https://butterfliesandtheirpeople

mx.org   

 

 

 

 

Featured Article:  

Unraveling The Role Of 

Butterfly Farms In 

Conservation 

Butterfly Farms – what comes 

to mind when you hear this 

term? Is it a large field of 

flowers, sunbonnets, and a 

butterfly net? A laboratory with 

white coats and scientific 

equipment? Greenhouses full of 

plants and sweaty farmhands? 

You might be partially correct if 

you said yes to any of these! 

Butterfly farms are an 

uncommon yet real industry in 

the United States and many 

countries across the globe. 

In the United States, most 

butterfly farms were born out of 

a passion for our native 

lepidopteran species. For some 

people, the love and fascination 

of butterflies will turn into a 

small business that spreads 

education and native butterfly 

species either locally or across 

the continent. Not for the faint 

of heart, butterfly farms are 

hard, relentless work. During 

the busy spring and summer, the 

butterfly farmer is busy tending 

to plants, feeding caterpillars, 

packaging and shipping live 

insects, and providing 

educational seminars to spread 

awareness of the insects they 

love. 

Butterfly farms are not unique 

to the United States. You can 

find them in many other 

countries worldwide. There are 

several markets that butterfly 

farms serve: Exhibits at zoos 

and museums, educational 

institutions and teachers, 

research facilities, release 

events, and butterfly hobbyists. 

 
WHO BUYS BUTTERFLIES AND 

WHY? EXHIBITS 
 

If you visit a local exhibit at a 

zoo or museum, you may see 

many beautiful tropical 

butterflies not native to the 

United States. Most commonly, 

exhibits import butterflies from 

out of the country. It is hard for 

our native butterflies to compete 

with these exotic species. In 

some exhibits, upon looking 

closer, you may start to notice 

butterflies that look familiar: the 

Gulf Fritillary, Monarch, 

Painted Lady, Common 

Buckeye, Zebra Longwing, and 

others – butterflies that are not 

as large and showy but vitally 

important to display to increase 

awareness of our native 

butterfly species. If you have a 

butterfly exhibit near you, ask if 

they use native butterflies to 

populate the exhibit – and if 

not, encourage them to include 

natives in addition to the exotic 

species they currently display. 

 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

 

Educational Institutions 

purchase butterflies for teaching 

purposes – whether introducing 

children to the wonder of 

metamorphosis in a classroom 

https://www.sembabutterfly.org/calendars
https://www.sembabutterfly.org/calendars
https://butterfliesandtheirpeoplemx.org/
https://butterfliesandtheirpeoplemx.org/
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or university students studying 

insects in their biology class. 

Many elementary schools grow 

butterfly gardens and use 

caterpillars to illustrate the life 

cycle of a butterfly or moth. 

Children learn best when they 

can see and experience what 

they are learning instead of only 

reading about the topic. 

Watching caterpillars eat, grow, 

pupate, and emerge as adult 

butterflies may encourage a 

lifelong passion for our native 

pollinators. By utilizing a 

butterfly farm, schools can 

ensure that the caterpillars are 

available at the right time of the 

year for their unit study and 

obtain healthy, disease and 

parasitoid-free specimens. 

Entomologists and 

lepidopterists who work with 

insects as adults will often 

recall a moment as a child when 

their interest started, eventually 

growing into a career dedicated 

to protecting and discovering 

more about these insects. 

 
RESEARCH FACILITIES 

 

Research facilities will not only 

use butterflies to study 

behaviors, migration, and 

genetics, but they will also use 

butterflies to test pesticides and 

insecticides. This significant 

contribution to butterfly 

conservation is an invaluable 

role a butterfly farm plays. 

Butterflies purchased from a 

butterfly farm are used in tests 

to ensure that the mosquito 

spraying will not harm local 

butterfly populations. 

Researchers study crop 

pesticides to find ways to 

reduce crop pests without 

harming butterflies that may 

visit but do not host on the food 

crop grown. Monarch butterflies 

are frequently purchased in 

large quantities and tagged 

during the fall migration season 

to study their migratory paths 

further. All this research will 

positively impact butterfly 

populations in the future. It 

would not be possible without 

the help of butterfly farms, 

which typically sell to 

researchers at a discounted rate. 

Butterfly farmers are passionate 

about protecting the butterfly 

population and encourage the 

use of butterflies for education. 

 
HOBBYISTS 

 

Butterfly hobbyists are at the 

forefront of butterfly 

conservation – growing and 

maintaining diverse butterfly 

gardens in place of manicured 

landscapes with non-native 

plants. With the loss of native 

habitat due to construction and 

both residential and 

governmental weed control, 

these small home gardens are 

essential in providing extra food 

for the butterfly’s larval stage. 

An adult female butterfly can 

lay hundreds of eggs in her 

lifetime, but only around 3% 

survive in the wild. Every 

additional butterfly released by 

a hobbyist can help boost local 

populations and give the species 

a greater chance of long-term 

survival. Due to the shared 

passion for butterflies, farmers 

are eager to help hobbyists 

tackle any issues they 

encounter, giving advice and 

help without asking for any 

monetary return. 

 
RELEASE EVENTS 

 

We have all heard of butterfly 

releases at weddings, 

memorials, and celebrations. 

These releases also boost local 

butterfly populations! A USDA 

permit is required to ship across 

state lines. These permits only 

authorize the release of native 

butterflies. Butterfly farmers 

will apply for and maintain 

permits for each state and 

butterfly species they send. So, 

if you see a butterfly release 

near you, you know that all 

species released are native to 

the state. The USDA also 

prohibits collecting adult 

butterflies from the wild and 

shipping them across state lines, 

so butterfly farmers do not 

reduce local butterfly 

populations when providing 

butterflies for release events 

elsewhere. 

 
PUBLICATIONS/MEDIA 

 

Another market that butterfly 

farms serve is the publications 
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and media industries. Providing 

butterflies for book illustrations, 

movies, commercials, and 

documentaries is a crucial role 

butterfly farms play in 

increasing awareness of native 

butterflies and conservation 

needs. Authors will often reach 

out to butterfly farmers to help 

procure an image needed for 

their publication. Most 

production companies are on a 

strict deadline and cannot spend 

the time and money trying to 

find a butterfly in the wild to 

get the perfect shot needed for a 

film. So instead, they contact a 

butterfly farm with their needs, 

and the butterfly farm can 

provide the butterflies they need 

along with instructions on how 

to get the butterfly to cooperate 

with filming! 

 
WHO IS RAISING ALL THESE 

BUTTERFLIES? 

 

The quintessential small 

business, butterfly farms here in 

the states rarely employ more 

than five people, including their 

owners. Mom and pop 

operations are common, 

utilizing a converted garage or 

outbuilding to raise butterflies 

sold to customers. Butterfly 

farming is frequently not the 

owner’s only source of income, 

and some years the farm will 

not bring in the necessary 

revenue to cover expenses. It is 

not lucrative for many farmers 

due to the heavy labor and the 

seasonal aspects of the business. 

Farmers are often willing to 

take second jobs to keep from 

giving up on raising butterflies. 

 Covid-19 was hard on most 

butterfly farms when outdoor 

release events were canceled 

and butterfly exhibits and 

schools were closed. Coming 

out of these challenging times, 

farmers find that inflation has 

greatly affected costs on all 

aspects of their business, from 

plant fertilizer and rearing 

supplies to shipping costs. Yet 

these farms persist, unwilling to 

give up on their passion for 

increasing butterfly populations 

and awareness. 

 
GENEROSITY 

 

If you contact a butterfly farm 

with a request they can’t fill – 

maybe your wedding is coming 

up, and you want to release 

native butterflies, or you are 

teaching about the Monarch life 

cycle in your classroom and 

can’t wait a week or two until 

they have stock available to 

ship – the farmer who can’t help 

will most likely call other 

butterfly farmers to find a 

source for you or they will 

provide you with names and 

numbers of alternative farmers 

to contact. As a networking 

community, you can feel the 

difference when dealing with an 

average butterfly farmer. Their 

passion and desire to help 

others experience the wonder of 

butterflies will outweigh any 

competitiveness in the industry. 

They will take time to try and 

help whomever they can, even 

without any promise of 

compensation. 

 
SPREADING AWARENESS 

 

Many farmers will do seminars 

and educational events at 

schools, libraries, and garden 

clubs. These presentations and 

teaching events help increase 

knowledge and awareness of 

our local butterfly species and 

how every person can help with 

conservation. Outside of these 

events, farmers find themselves 

in long conversations in many 

places, from local plant 

nurseries to standing in line at 

the grocery store – 

enthusiastically teaching about 

butterflies and how to protect 

them. Their passion for 

butterflies is contagious and 

quickly spreads as they instruct 

and share. 

 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

 

Butterfly farmers take rearing 

practices seriously. If a farmer 

does not take steps to prevent 

the many diseases, parasitoids, 

and predators that affect 

butterflies, a farm will soon be 

out of business. Sanitizing 

everything from labs, rearing 

containers, plant food, and even 

butterfly eggs is crucial to 

successful butterfly rearing. 

Many farmers belong to a group 

such as the Association for 

Butterflies,  International 
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Association of Butterfly 

Exhibitors and Suppliers, or the 

International Butterfly Breeding 

Association. These groups offer 

educational courses, disease 

testing services, and butterfly 

farming community input to 

help raise healthy butterflies. 

For a farmer with meticulous 

disease-prevention procedures, 

the diseases found in wild 

butterfly populations are almost 

non-existent. Butterfly farms 

keep their stock separate from 

wild populations as wild 

butterflies are likely to carry 

disease. Responsible butterfly 

farmers act immediately when 

they see any suspicious activity 

in their stock – separating any 

suspect caterpillars and 

euthanizing any unhealthy 

specimens. Shipping healthy 

butterflies is every butterfly 

farmer’s priority. 

Plants for feeding larvae are 

often covered or in greenhouses 

to prevent wild butterflies from 

accessing the plants and 

contaminating them with a 

disease. Raising plants is 

challenging for a butterfly 

farmer. Most nurseries use 

organic or synthetic pesticides 

to control plant pests such as 

aphids and thrips. Pesticides can 

be deadly to the caterpillars on 

the farm. Butterfly farmers must 

use alternative methods for 

raising pest-free plants, which 

are more costly and time-

consuming. 

 

SUNBONNET AND NET? 

 

To go back to the original 

questions proposed, you may be 

wondering where a butterfly net 

and sunbonnet factor into the 

equation. Farmers select their 

breeding stock carefully and 

may bring in butterflies from 

wild populations for this 

purpose.  

If added to current butterfly 

stock to increase genetic 

diversity, the butterflies are kept 

separate for a  

generation or two to watch for 

any signs of illness. Wild 

butterflies, as mentioned, can be 

carrying butterfly diseases and 

parasitoids, and farmers are 

careful to avoid contamination 

or infestation in their stock. 

Oftentimes, a butterfly farm 

will gather a few butterflies 

from the wild in the spring, add 

to their current breeding stock 

after a quarantine period, and 

release butterflies as the year 

progresses back into the wild to 

replace the ones gathered. 

Alternatively, butterfly farmers 

will trade butterflies with each 

other to prevent a genetic 

bottleneck. These steps are as 

equally necessary as other 

practices to keep butterflies 

healthy. 

 
WHAT ROLE CAN YOU PLAY? 

 

What can you do to help in your 

backyard? First, research your 

state’s native butterflies and 

their host plants, then add those 

plants to your garden. The 

plants that butterflies eat while 

in the larval stage are 

disappearing from landscapes as 

ditches are mowed, crop fields 

are sprayed, and asphalt is laid. 

If you have a ‘wild’ space on 

your property, allow it to stay 

wild and let the native host 

plants grow.  

Learn about less common native 

butterfly species and provide 

them with host plants.  

The small, brown Horace’s 

Duskywing Butterfly is as 

necessary to protect as the more 

popular and colorful Monarch 

Butterfly. When possible, avoid 

insecticides and pesticides 

around your home and yard. If 

you raise any butterflies 

indoors, follow good sanitation 

practices. If you are unsure 

what you need to do to ensure 

healthy butterflies, contact a 

butterfly farmer – their passion 

for butterflies makes them eager 

to advise and help others be 

successful in raising butterflies! 
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January 16, 2025                                             

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm  

Cheryl English – Topic TBD 

 

February 20, 2025                                             

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm  

Sarah Roland – Zebra Swallowtail 

 

March 20, 2025                                          
At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm   

Elmer Grimm – Plant propagation and discussion 

on his garden  

 

April 17, 2025                                                        

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm 

Mary – Michigan Native Butterfly Farm                                  

 

May 15, 2025                                                          

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm 

ZOOM MEETING  

Karen Menard of Metroparks Toledo – 

Butterfly monitoring transect using Ohio 

Leps protocol/Pollard Yates monitoring 

method 

 

 

June 19, 2025                                                           

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm 

 Debbie Barson – Butterfly Habitat 

               JULY GARDEN WALKS 

 July 12th                                    

Brenda Sattler and Elmer Grimm 

July 19th                        

John Blair – Brooklyn, MI 

 

August 21, 2025                                                

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm  

TBD 

 

September 18, 2025                                          

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm  

TBD 

Remember to bring Butterfly Garden Grant 

Raffle items 

 

October 16, 2025                                              

At Crosswalk Community Church, 7:00pm    

Butterfly Garden Grant Raffle and Pot Luck 

(formerly Tea Cup Raffle)  

 

2025 Calendar of Events  

The most up-to-date information can be found on 

the SEMBA website 

 

 


